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for the 52 americans once hostages now heroes and home it was a class act all the way freed on 
inauguration day home for super bowl sunday arriving at the u.s military academy at west point where the 
motto is judy honor country [Music] this is an nbc news special report home of the brave here is nbc news 
correspondent marvin cowb the yellow ribbon has always been the symbol of the hostage drama and on this 
day of the yellow ribbon which seemed to tie the entire country into an emotional knot the focus was at 
stewart airport where the 52 americans arrived in a us government plane called freedom one it was 2 54 
eastern time this afternoon and correspondents george lewis and lloyd dobbins were there home at last the 
plane dubbed freedom one touching down on american soil for the first time and for the freed americans who 
had endured 444 days of hatred a day of love as families raced across the tarmac at stuart field the reunion 
was meant to be private cameras and reporters kept at a distance less than an hour later the former 
hostages and their families boarded buses headed for west point they were probably astounded at what they 
saw crowds lining the entire 17-mile route a profusion of yellow ribbons flags and welcome home signs 
[Applause] entire communities along the way turned out to pay tribute in some places the crowd surged into 
the path of the motorcade almost halting it all kinds of people lined the route 
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all kinds of people lined the route grandmothers children on shoulders firemen with flags perched 
precariously from hook and ladder trucks even pets dressed up for the arrival and the messages glad you're 
back god bless america and the one that perhaps summed up the occasion best you brought us together as 
the former hostages and the families arrived at west point lloyd dobbins was there the convoy arrived in 
highland falls new york almost to west point just at 5 00 p.m police cars led the six buses down the main 
street asked people who had waited some since nine this morning to cheer chant cry wave flags and 
welcome the returned hostages and their families to west point until tuesday they'll be staying at the thayer 
hotel on the post which military police some with guard dogs have sealed off the returned hostages will have 
some privacy to get reacquainted with their families but for the arrival the people of highland falls wanted 
them to know they were welcome [Music] the motorcade had been a long time getting from the airport and it 
went by quickly too quickly for the people who wore yellow ribbons waved american flags and shouted their 
welcome still it was the most exciting thing that has ever happened in highland falls new york population 
5000 lloyd dobbins nbc news west point after the private reunion ernest cook of memphis father of donald 
cook came out tonight and talked briefly with reporters we just greeted donald you know we're we're very 
glad to see him he was very glad to see us we did some hugging a lot of talking a lot of people have a lot of 
talking to do i one of the things that you have to recognize is a lot of people have want to introduce their 
family to their friends and that goes both ways because the families made a lot of very good friends and the 
hostages 
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good friends and the hostages some of them were friends even you know good friends even before the 
embassy was taken over and dinner tonight west point ordered 162 lobsters and enough shrimp veal 
scallopini chicken cordon bleu prime ribs of beef to satisfy the wildest culinary dreams of the americans held 
hostage for 444 days this was the wildest most emotional homecoming for any group of americans since 
1973 when u.s prisoners of war returned from north vietnam then there were doubts about that war now 
there are no doubts about who's in the right and who's wrong one sign near west point read super bowl u.s 
52 iran nothing stephen frazier and denise baker caught some of this flavor more than 20 000 people lined 
the motorcade route for the first public view of the ex-hostages can't see too much but what you would see 
was happy faces they look very happy as happy to see us as we were to see them well i was quite close to 
the buses and it just was unbelievable i can't really i'm shaking it's going to be a day in history uh kids might 
never see it again or either i hope it never happens again stephen frazier noc news newberg new york 
highland falls population 5000 was a carnival town today vendors were everywhere and business was brisk 
the beauty salon was offering free haircuts to former hostages relatives and press almost everyone was 
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relatives and press almost everyone was waving a flag or sporting a yellow ribbon an estimated 10 thousand 
people waited for hours in the cold it's part of history it's very unusual i've never been part of anything like 
this before many said they wanted to show the former hostages they cared they're american they belong to 
our country they're we're all like a family oh you have to wait finally the motorcade arrived it passed quickly 
but the crowd lingered trying to make the moment last denise baker nbc news highland falls new york church 
bells flags yellow ribbons prayers of thanks that was the theme of the day across america in large and small 
towns paul is paul lewis a 23 year old marine guard this is his hometown homer illinois where the young man 
was a football star lewis arrived in tehran one day before the embassy takeover in francisville indiana the 
family of frederick lee kupka put a sign on their barn hoping their son will see it when he comes home army 
staff sergeant joseph subic's parents live in redford township michigan members of the vfw post there are 
stringing ribbons to the detroit airport 15 miles and 5 000 ribbons and a big one yellow of course as a sort of 
anchor one of the former hostages skilled the west point celebration sergeant regis reagan a marine went 
straight home to johnstown pennsylvania to beat his mother's bedside mrs anna j regan suffered a heart 
disturbance last wednesday after learning about her son's release for the 52 americans this was a long day 
that began in west germany and we'll have that part of the story right after this message the americans from 
iran spent four days at an army hospital in wiesbaden west 
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at an army hospital in wiesbaden west germany undergoing medical examinations buying clothes going 
through a difficult psychological process called decompression john hart kept a very close check at 
rhinemine air force base going home meant another release of the warm feelings that had been locked away 
for so long it took more than half an hour to get from the buses which brought them from the hospital into the 
airplane embracing hospital staff that came along to say goodbye or seeing a hometown reporter rushing 
over for reunion time and again they had said the support of waiting americans had helped pull them through 
and here there was a need to touch them shake hands with a farewell crowd and say thanks thank you very 
much morning how you doing fantastic really you're looking pretty good feeling good wonderful absolutely 
wonderful i couldn't feel better what's the first thing you're going to do when you get back today yeah take my 
wife and my arms i just might do that [Music] 
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it's good to be in germany there's going to be a lot better view of the states [Music] so [Music] five days after 
sudden freedom a presidential airplane designated freedom one took them home john hart nbc news 

frankford [Music] on tuesday president reagan will welcome the 52 americans home at a special white house 
ceremony today he welcomed the family saluting their courage and dignity there were no cameras allowed in 


for this welcome but the white house released official photos showing the president with catherine coop's 
parents they are from jessup iowa also the president with young tanya kalpa fairfax virginia her father 
malcolm had a particularly difficult time during his captivity solitary confinement for long stretches of time and 
the soviet communist party newspaper pravda renewed its criticism today of american policy towards iran 
potentially a dangerous development former secretary of state edmond muskie responds right after this 
message four times in the past week twice by the outgoing administration twice by the incoming the united 
states has protested to the russians about soviet press attacks against u.s policy in iran former secretary of 
state muskie was in 
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former secretary of state muskie was in the middle of those protests and gave us his thinking about soviet 
intentions well there's no doubt in my mind that the soviet union regarded the prospect of a settlement of the 
hostage issue with uh with the concern that that the follow-on would be an improvement in iranian u.s 
relations to the detriment of soviet uh iranian relations i think it was that simple i thought it was rather blatant 
of them to seek at the last moment to upset the possibility of a hostage statement and this is what i said to 
ambassador de bruyne when i asked him to come into the state department i told him that it was a 
dangerous thing which the soviet government appeared to be undertaking i think the point was made and i 
think that that the soviets pulled back in the last day or two of the hostage crisis from that kind of intervention 
it's the sort of thing that the soviet union is advised to do we made it very clear to them that that was the case 
but i think underlying it all was the fact that uh the soviets understand the strategic importance of iran and 
they don't want to see iran moving you know into an into an improved relationship with us in the same way 
that we're very sensitive to any prospect of the closer tie between iran and the soviet union iran is very much 
right in the center of soviet interests and our interests in the region and we are not to forget that warren 
christopher who was muskie's deputy charged with the hostage negotiations told cbs's face the nation today 
that was imperative that the united states keep its word on the iran agreement despite what he called the vile 
and disgusting treatment given to the americans while they were hostages in iran i think to fail to go ahead 
and carry out the agreement would have repercussions around the world first with respect to algeria who 
worked 
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first with respect to algeria who worked so hard to help us free the hostages i think it would be a very serious 
slap in the face for their role as an intermediary beyond that uh the other countries around the world that 
have helped us through this excruciating day period i think would be very surprised if united states having 
negotiated an agreement within good faith did not carry it out there were other reactions too lloyd cutler who 
was white house counsel under president carter suggested an automatic cutting off of diplomatic and trading 
ties with any nation that seizes hostages and is then condemned by the world court and chairman charles 
percy of the senate foreign relations committee appearing on nbc's meet the press proposed that iran should 
face what he called a degree of punishment for its treatment of the hostages but he pulled back from 
recommending military action we'll be back in a minute it's all been so confusing these past few days the 
split-screen inauguration of a president and the release of the american hostages their tales of terrible 
treatment at the hands of their iranian captors washington denouncing iran and warning russia congress 
calling for hearings as one of the americans along the route to west point put it today it's all been historic and 
we thought it would be worthwhile to look back on these past few days before we look ahead oh 
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[Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] 
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[Music] our americans in iran were mistreated much worse than has been previously revealed choke me 
kicked me in the head kicked me in the body punch me in the face punch me in her body throwing against 
concrete walls we were blindfolded people were being mistreated and abused they kept me handcuffed and 
thai for seven straight days they physically assaulted me on two occasions about six of them the iranians are 
fine people the tragedy of the thing is that this group you know did what it did i would hope that america 
would respond with exhilaration and with dignity and that we wouldn't let our anger turn us into something 
that we can't be proud of as a nation we wish all the best to you who have had a bad time and that you will 
forget the last 444 days pretty soon we hope you will enjoy our songs and wish all the best to you in the 
future nature sing joy to the earth 
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is [Music] [Applause] [Music] is [Music] the sad joke during the long ordeal now and it was that not only are 
52 americans held hostage in different degrees the entire country was held hostage for the u.s it was never 
simply a question of defining the national interest and acting upon it it was also a question of 52 individual 
lives respect for the sanctity of every single one of them now officials in washington understand that they're 
going to have to construct a post-hostage foreign policy not an easy task one of the freed hostages thought 
he had some kind of an idea he said he'd like to go back to iran in a b-52 that was an individual reaction to a 
dark and bitter experience but it is not a national reaction that will emerge in time after the president the 
administration the congress the american people have had a chance to fight back the tears blink back the 
tears and think 
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tears blink back the tears and think meantime for all of the former hostages from all of us at nbc news a big 
welcome home i am marvin keld good night 
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